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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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But, would it make you happy if it could be substantiated that it was all indeed true?  Would you get some feeling of vindication for all the evil things said about Christianity? Or, have you ever stopped to think that if it could be substantiated, that it was indeed all true and not a hoax, it would be equally devastating to our hope of salvation? 


     Paul declares that “we walk by faith, not by sight” (II Cor. 5:7) and that which is known by sight is no longer faith. It is faith that is the assurance of hope and the conviction that the things we hope for are there (Heb. 11:1). The Hebrew writer goes on to say, “And without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing (unto him); for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and (that) he is a rewarder of them that seek after him” (Heb 11:6). I am convinced that God purposefully left out any visionary evidence to weed out those who are skeptical of Him and His plan of salvation. But, this in no way compromises the fact that God does not “wish that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). For all who will come to Him in faith He has given all that we need and considering the word’s of Jesus to Thomas; “Because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed (are) they that have not seen, and (yet) have believed.” (John 20:29) I wouldn’t have it any other way





O for a faith that will not shrink, Tho’ pressed by every foe,


That will not tremble on the brink, Of any earthly woe.





		Joe Phillips





First of all, it is a transformation that must come from without.  Archimedes, the Greek who discovered the principle of the lever, once observed, “Give me a place to stand and I will move the world.”  That is the problem.  The “world” desperately needs to be moved, but we have no place to stand outside it.  The leaven of renewal is beyond human power and all self-help systems are doomed by definition.  We are as incapable alone of reshaping our lives after the righteousness of God as we are of escaping the just judgment of God for our sins.  Only heaven’s fire is powerful enough to effect such a radical change.  By God’s grace we have been forgiven, and it is by His grace and power that we will at last be wholly renewed (Ephesians 2:8-10; 3:14-21).


Secondly, it is a transformation which must be worked within.  Much modern political, and even religious, thinking rests on the often discredited myth that man is shaped by his environment and that changing his circumstances will change his heart.  Truth lies in the very opposite direction.  “Keep your heart with all diligence,” warns Solomon, “for out of it spring the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23).  Life, whether good or ill, springs from the mind, and new life can come only from a heart that has been persuaded in new directions.  Therefore, like yeast in bread dough, the kingdom of heaven directs its attack inward, upon the heart.


     External change made apart from internal revolution is mere 








mystery when he said that it is “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27).  The leaven of the Son of God enters our lives when we accept not only His love and forgiveness, but also His lordship.  There is enormous personal power in the knowledge that He has no intention of leaving us there.


     Our lives are changed by looking intently upon the glory that is Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:18).  There are two things we will see by looking into the face of Christ.  First of all, what we are not.  Never do men know how deep has been their wickedness until they look with honesty into the face of absolute holiness and righteousness, and that not lived out in heavenly isolation but in the grimy reality of human flesh.  It is a dismaying experience, but one absolutely necessary to our transformation. How can we ever be different until we know how desperately we need to be?


     The second thing we will see in the face of Jesus is what we can be.  However much His holiness has made us see our own impurity, His love will at the same time fill us with a vision of what His grace and power can make us.  We are to be “transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18).


     And at last what Christ has been in us as the yeast of eternity, always enlarging, expanding, changing us, we must be in the world.  People will be able to see what can happen to them by observing what has happened to us (Matt.  5:13-16).





 “Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me,


All His wonderful passion and purity,


May His spirit divine all my being refine, 


Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me.”





					





All Things New


By Paul Earnhart





The parable of the leaven reminds us that God sent His Son into the world not only to forgive but to transform.  So immense a thing as the cross was never intended merely to provide mercy for our sinful past while leaving us the same proud, selfish and lustful individuals we were before.  We are to be changed, and about that transformation this little parable tells us much





 accommodation (Romans 12:2), and its shallowness robs it of staying power.  It will fade in the face of the least inconvenience.  In contrast, external change effected by a changed heart is true transformation and its depth gives it a dogged immovability (1 Corinthians 15:58).  This kind of conversion not only resists control from without but exercises a profound and positive influence on others.  The heart is critical.  In a parable titled “The Holocaust,” Nathaniel Hawthorne pictures a bonfire where men are burning up all the evil things of the world.  Satan, looking on, is at first dismayed, but then he brightens and observes, “I am not done yet.  They have forgotten to throw in the human heart.”  This is the reason that inherited, second-hand religiosity, however true in form, will always lack reality and power (2 Timothy 3:5).  The lump will never be leavened.  The life will never be truly transformed.


    Thirdly, it is a transformation which must touch the whole of our lives.  Not the tiniest segment can be excluded, because in that narrow sliver will hide our will and our way.   It has never been otherwise.    God has always required that men love and serve Him in the wholeness of their hearts (Deuteronomy 6:4; 11:13; 13:3; Jeremiah 29:13).


     In the final analysis it is Christ who is the leaven.  Christ crucified, yes, and truly the Christ of the Scriptures, but still Christ the person moving personally by the influence of his remarkable character and will into every recess of our hearts.  Paul defined the riches and glory of the gospel





True Faith in God, Or “What If”?


And without faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing (unto him); for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and (that) he is a rewarder of them that seek after him. (Heb 11:6)





     In an effort to get some traffic news the other morning I had to endure the ranting of a local talk show host whose job it is to stir up callers by “stirring the pudding” as he puts it. The subject under discussion was the report of a scientific group who had claimed to overcome the problem of traveling faster than the speed of light by passing a bit of matter between two points that arrived before it left.  Naturally this lead to thoughts of time travel and all sorts of, “what if’s” began to pop up. Those associated with the show began to, “what if” this and “what if” that, until the host came up with the ultimate, what if someone went back a couple thousand years to Israel and came back and reported his findings? Although he did not say it in so many words, knowing this person’s stand on Christianity as the scripture teaches it, the implication was “reports that it was all a hoax”.  


If it could be substantiated that our faith was based upon a hoax it would be a devastating blow to our hope and we could only look forward to returning to the dust from which we came.  
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto; 


Bro. Rex Veteto and his battle with cancer.


He has had a couple good days and is taking


each day as it comes with good spirits.                   


Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Wes Guyton's


mother; Courtney Smith and her health 


problems.  I want to call special attention 


to Bro. Rick Hulsey and his battle with   


cancer . Also remember his mother.


Sis. Jamie Jackson's father remains in


the Hospice facility in Norcross.


Sis. Denise Bowman’s sister. 


Those traveling, Grant, Steve & Anna





Conflict Class


Today at 3:45 PM


__________________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Drew Bowman


Song Leader---Marty Hammond


Lord's Supper---Joey Jackson


   Asst. 1-----Ken Gay


   Asst. 2-----Dion Clark


   Asst. 3-----Ross Statham


   Asst. 4-----Ron Wood


   Asst. 5-----Jordan Huff


2nd Prayer----Rodee Bruns


Read Scripture---Zachary Rogers


Sermon-------Steve Huff


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer-----George Wilcox


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer-----Grant Hicks





Special Service


Led by


Malcolm Smith





Lord's Supper----Joey Jackson


Announcements----Brad Bowman


Closing Prayer---Zachary Huff


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Michael Burke


Invitation---Zachary Huff


Closing Prayer---Dion Clark





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 404-431-0378


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














